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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE COMMERCIAL BULLETIN. 


REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31st 1923. 


CUSTOMS, SHIPPING AND TRADE. 

The value of imports was LE. 4,935,265 as compared with 
LE. 5,581,132 in 1922, a decrease of 11.6 per cent, which may be 
ascribed to the continued fall in values. The Transjordan and 
Hauran hinterlands, formerly lucrative markets for the sale of 
foreign goods introduced by Palestinian importers, have been 
influenced by the prevailing depression and by a movement of 
trade towards Syria. A small but encouraging increase of export 
was visible, in spite of the poor cereal crop in Palestine and 
Transjordania and this is accounted for by considerable exports 
of gold and silver exchange for imported goods. The prices of 
local products in comparison with world prices are however 
still high, a factor that must delay any marked and permanent 
improvement in the export trade. 

TABLE “A”. 



1921 

L.E. 

1922 

L.E. 

1 

1923 

L.E. 

Imports 

Imports in Transit to Syria 

5,871,878 

141,689 

r 

5,581,132 

347,699 

4,935,265 

1 189,680 

Total Import Trade 

6,013,567 

5,928,831 

5,124,945 

Exports 

Exports in Transit from Syria 

1,416,368 

3,736 

1,353,368 

48,015 , 

1,554,730 

45,607 

Total Export Trade 

1,420,104 

1,401,383 

1,600,337 

Re-exports 

82,868 

188,840 

233,973 


The balance of trade is not as unfavourable to Palestine as 
at first sight appears; there are the invisible exports of capital 
spent upon public works and buildings, the expenditure of insti¬ 
tutions drawing their funds from abroad, the expenditure of the 
military forces, money spent by tourists, and an increasing but 
largely unrecorded traffic in local products across the frontiers 
between Syria, Transjordania and Palestine. 


A serious decrease is to be noted in the transit trade to 
Damascus through the port of Haifa. Fluctuations in Syrian 
currency, high transport charges and the withdrawal of bank credits 
in Syria and elsewhere produced a decline of 5 per cent in the 
value of the outward and 45 per cent, in the value of inward 
transit traffic to Damascus via Haifa, compared with 1922. Re¬ 
exports rose to LE. 233,973 (LE. 188,840 in 1922), an increase due 
to the sale and export of military stores and old iron. 


The principal imports from Great Britain were cotton goods 
valued at LE. 300,217; clothing, LE. 71,790; Tobacco products, 
36 tons, LE. 44,011; woollen goods, LE. 41,500; provisions, 
LE. 40,000; coal, 7671 tons, LE. 27,006; Government and military 
stores, LE. 384,403. 


Egypt and the Sudan Exported to Palestine 3,218 tons of 
sugar, in value LE. 98,535; 3183 tons of rice, LE. 68,208, and 
42 tons of tobacco products, LE. 48,773; such general decrease 
in the Egyptian trade as is manifested reflects reduced importation 
of the last named commodities, a consequence of increased local 
cultivation. 


The percentage of German goods imported is still high. 
German exporters pursue a vigorous trading policy, favoured by 
generous credits. 


The principal imports from Syria were 17,742 camels, valued 
at LE. 160,664; LE. 97,709 in specie; and 9720 tons of barley, 
LE. 71,039. 



TABLE “B”. 


PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES FROM WHICH IMPORTS REACH PALESTINE. 


Principal 

• 

1 

M P 0 R 

t T 

S 


Countries 

1921 

LE. 


1922 

LE. 

a-6 

1923 

LE. 


Great Britain 

1,885,406 

32 

1,550,502 

28 

1.123,541 

23 

i 

Australia 

64,433 

1 

124,977 

2 

JLI&921 

2 ' 

Austria 

•81,715 

1 

104,626 

2 

167,272 

3 

• 

Belgium 

; 73,701 

| 

1 

117,109 

2 

108,443 

2 

British India 
and Burmah 

297,226 

5 

153,177 

3 

129,44S 

3- 

Egypt and Sudan 

731,879 

13 

564,247 

11 

362,048 

i 

France 

209,684 

4 

275,424 

5 ! 

269,725 

6 

Germany 

264,889 

5 

661,616 

12 1 

471,432 

10 

Holland 

243,763 

4 

68,030 

1 

140,953 

1 3 

Italy 

211,826 

4 

248,168 

4 

213,841 

4 

Syria 

250,074 

4 

362,073 

6 

814,723 

17 

Turkey (Included under Other Couuti 

ries) 

164,775 

3 

100,593 

2 , 

U. S. A. 

431,879 

7 

507,451 

9 

463,207 

9 

Other countries 

1,125,403 

19 

679,057 

12 

453,118 

9 

TOTAL 

5,871,878 

100 

5,581,132 

too 

4,935,265 

100 


. The direction of the export trade did not change. 

The chief exports to Great Britain were 941,596 cases of 
oranges, LE. 256,698; 215,549 kilogrammes of wines, LE. 7,509; 
and 6,942 kilogrammes of thyme essence, LE. 3,471. 

The exports to Egypt and the Sudan consist chiefly of 
oranges, 630,075 cases valued at LE. 162,466; 4,198 tons of soap 
valued at LE. 187,534; and water melons valued at LE. 82,405. 
The Syrian trade has steadily declined; having formed 35 per cent. 


of the whole in 1920; water melons, soap and wines are the 
principal items. The decline may be explained by the greater 
use made of road in perference to railway transport. The exportation 
of local produce and manufactured articles between the two 
territories is free, and no account is possible of the trade by 
camel caravan along the numerous tracks of the eastern and northern 
frontiers. 

Exports to the United States of America consist principally 
of specie valued at LE. 328,978. 


TABLE “C”. 

PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF DESTINATION FOR PALESTINIAN 

EXPORTS. 


Principal 


E 

X P 0 R 

T 

s 


Countries 

1921 

1 

| 1922 

I 

I 1923 



L.E. 

a* 

L.E. 




Great Britain 

123,775 

9 

234,509 

18 

291,706 

19 

Egypt and Sudan 

556,850 

39 

472,425 

34 

575,932 

37 

France 

21,687 

2 

40,418 

3 

39,966 

2 

Syria 

612,456 

43 

300,384 

23 

178,452 

12 

U. S. A. 

10,324 

1 

223,609 

16 

340,600 

22 

Other Countries 

91,266 

6 

82,023 

6 

128,074 

8 

TOTAL 

1,416,368 

100 

1,353,368 


1,554,730 

■ 

100 

1 





TARIFF CFiNAGES.—The following table shows increases, 
introduced at the beginning of the year, in the customs tariff 
on certain articles formerly dutiable at 12 per cent ad-valorem 
and the relative influence thereof on imports. 


TABLE “D’\ 


Article 

Rate of Duty 

1922 

1923 

1 

Per cent 
of Increase 
or of decrease 

Tea 

P.T. 3 per kilo 

70,109 

76,450 

+ 9 

Sugar 

P.T. 1 per kilo 

8,230,823 

6,292,057 

! - 23,6 

Petrol, Benzine, 

etc. 

P.T. 4 per gallon 

536,052 

845,988 

+ 57,8 

Spirits and 

Liqueurs. 

50°, o ad-valorem 

LE. 
32,821 

, LE. 
21,388 

1 

£ 

00 

W i lies 

20% 

4,679' 

4,571 

- 2,3 

Beer 

20% 

67,889 

47,738 

- 29,7 

Perfumery 

25% 

19,176 

14,263 

- 25,6 

Sweets and 
Confectionery. 

1 

20% 

41,624 

26,300' 

- 36,8 


The agreement of 1890 between the Ottoman and Egyptian 
Governments, whereby imports from Egypt into Ottoman territo¬ 
ries were dutiable at 8% ad-valorem only, has ceased ‘o operate 
is between Egypt and Palestine. 



TABLE “E". 


PRINCIPAL IMPORTS BY QUANTITIES. 




1922 

1__ 

1923 

ARTICLES 

1 

Palestine 

1 

Transit 

Inwards 

to 

Syria 

Palestine 

Transit 

Inwards 

to 

Syria 

Cotton goods 

Meetrs 

10,903,682 

948,918 

12,535,697 

137,568 

Paraffin Oil 

Tins 

837,799 

220,038 

899,940 

130,464 

Animals 

No. 

46,971 


107,480 

22 

Cement 

Tons 

31,876 

— 

29,362 

• 

Barley 

Tons 

— 


10,050 


Flour 

Tons 

8,883 

26 , 

9,977 

5 

Rice 

Tons 

8,029 

408 

7,738 

309 

Potatoes 

Tons 

• 3,888 

30 

3.517 

— 

Olive oil, 
unrefined 

Tons 

1,263 


1,617 

— 

Salt 

Tons 

5,143 

— 

1,378 

■ " 

Coffee 

Tons 

740 

43 

743 

7 

T obacco 

Tons 

417 

8 

231 

— 

Motor Cars 

No. 

385 

— 

276 

1 

a 
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TABLE “F\ 

PRINCIPAL EXPORTS BY QUANTITIES. 


ARTICLES 

1 1922 

1923 

Palestine 

% 

Transit 
Outwards 
from Syria 

Palestine 

Transit 
Outwards 
from Syria 

Wine 

Kilos 

I 

2,704,651 


1,836,363 


Oranges 

Cases 

1,238,899 

— 

1,592,685 

— 

Water Melons 

Tons 

— 


29,516 

— 

Soap 

Tons 

3,077 


4,798 

— 

Wheat 

Tons 

5,788 

— 

3,113 

— 

Lentils 

Tons 

2,797 

1,981 

3,101 

591 

Beans 

Tons 

3,018 

26 

2,942 


Lupins 

Tons 


— 

2,076 


Sesame 

Tons 

1,476 


1,169 

1 — 

Almonds 

Tons 

640 


535 



Comparative statement of customs receipts, including (a) 
the fixed amount payable to Transjordania (b) transit, storage and 
other fees: 


TABLE “G". 



1921 

LE. 

1922 

LE. 

1923 

LE. 

Jaffa 

261,326 

355,596 

314,921 

Haifa 

222,712 

181,333 

125,233 

Jerusalem 

95,674 

81,901 

66,029 

Gaza 

9,263 

5,963 

5,094 

Lydda 

8,386 

5,467 

8,990 * 

Tulkarem 

9,453 

5,603 

6,898 

Other Stations 

12,644 

10,939 

16,756 

Total 

619,458 

646,802 

543,921 








Articles to the value of LE. 103,822 (LE. 134,600 in 1922) 
were exempted under various treaty rights and immunity clauses. 

47 seizures of contraband were made and 9,559 kilogramms 
of tobacco and tombac, valued at L.E. 2,257, confiscated. 


SHIPPING. 



Steamers 

Stiling Vessels 


Entered 

Cleared 

Cleared 

Entered 

Number 

594 

584 

1,822 

1,880 

Tonnage 

1,213,247 

1,189,333 

30,128 

30,671 


32.05 percent of the steam tonnage entered was British; 27.21 per 
cent. Italian; 23.21 per cent French; 5.55 per cent. German; 3.76 
per cent. Roumanian ; 3.56 per cent. Dutch ; and 1.49 per cent. 
United States. 

57.40 per cent, of the sailing tonnage was Syrian; 22.31 
per cent. Egyptian; 8.92 per cent. Italian ; and 8.61 per cent. 
Palestinian. 

The quantity of sea-borne goods landed and shipped at 
Jaffa was 133,023 tons and at Haifa 95,338 tons. The comparative 
values of rail and sea-borne goods traffic at Jaffa and Haifa are 
as follows:— 

TABLE “H". 





Imports 


Exports 

* 



Imports 

in transit 

Exports 

in transit 



to Syria 

from Syria 

Exports 



LE. 

LE. 

LE. 

LE. 

LE. 

JAFFA 

By Sea 

2-049,591 

453 

481,818 

26 

44,194 


By Rail 

213,575 


231,128 


5,922 


Total 

2.263-166 

453 

712,946 

26 

50,116 

HAIFA 

By Sea 

1.164-613 

108,679 

154,121 

8,700 

66,745 

* 

By Rail 

258,600 

I 

80,548 

267,732 , 

36,881 

65,605 


Total 

1,423.213 

189,227 | 

421,853 

45,581 

132,350 


Warehouses have been constructed at both ports by the 
Levant Bonded Warehouses Company; the charges are moderate, 
and the improved facilities for the storage of goods in bond have 
stimulated trade. 
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TRADE 

The trade depression which set in so acutely in 1922 contin¬ 
ued in Palestine throughout 1923 with little or no improvement, 
as everywhere in the Levant. The same causes operated in varying 
degrees: a reduced flow of capital, immobilization of capital in 
buildings and land, high rates of interest and limited credits. 

Several small businesses were forced to close down, but 
they were mostly concerns conducted on unsound financial lines, 
whose disappea r ance is no real industrial loss. 

On the whole, however, the end of 1923 finds the country 
economically healthier, and the downward tendency of trade appears 
to be finally checked. 

Palestine has decided to participate in the British Empire 
Exhibition; 50°/ 0 of the expenses are borne by private individuals 
and bodies. A guarantee fund of LE. 2,500 organised by the 
Palestine Economic Board was over-subscribed. The Palestine 
Pavilionwill contain 3,295 sq. ft. floor space for the exhibition of 
local products; and the whole area has already been rented. 

It is regrettable that the orange traffic still suffers heavily 
from disunion among exporters, and thousands of pounds are lost 
by indiscriminate shipments, until a sense of mutual interest effects 
a tardy cooperation. 

Export. Cases Value F. O. B. 

1920-1921 830,959 LE. 200,475 

1921 — 1922 1,234,251 LE. 325,373 

1922-1923 1,365,543 LE. 415,403 

In the 1922-23 season Great Britian absorbed 64*/o of the 
exports, and Egypt 33%. 

The 1923-24 season, notwithstanding a reduction in freight 
rates to the United Kingdom from 2 3 to fl!9 per case, opened 
badly with initial prices of only 8| - to 12|— per case on the 
British market. During the last three months of 1923, 319,555 cases, 
valued at LE. 79,918, were exported. 

There was no improvement in the wine industry; less wine 

was produced, and less exported. The trade, depending upon 
consumption abroad, is directly affected by cheaper French and 
Italian wines, and increased import duties in foreign countries. 



Manufacture of liquors (kilogramms): 


Wines - Dry 
Sweet 

Arak 

Alcohol 


1920 

1,745,474 

300,287 

28,016 

97,567 


1921 

3,379,912 
795,263 
37.914 
17,764 


1922 

2,537,784 

254,019 

35,560 

5,687 


1923 

1,887,568 

636,776 

45,763 

5,150 


The failure of the cereal crops, elsewhere recorded, is em¬ 
phasized by the following figures: 


1922 

1 1923 

Exports Imports 

Exports Imports 

Tons i 

Tons 

Wheat 5,788 90 

3,117 4,056 

Barley 7,115 120 

• 72 10,050 


There was a slight improvement in the export of lentils, of 
which France and Germany are the principal buyers. 


The water melon crop was unusually good, and exports 
reached a record value of LE. 131,000. 

The soap industry prospered, exports amounting to 4,736 
tons, an increase in value of LE. 68,000 and in quantity of 1,659 
tons over the previous year; Jaffa and Haifa soaps are becoming 
more popular, compared with Nablus varieties, by reason of im¬ 
proved methods of production. 1,618 tons of olive oil were imported 
for soap manufacture, and 904 tons of caustic soda; on these 
commodities drawback of LE. 4,880 was allowed. 

The manufacture of tobacco and cigarettes is also flourishing; 
in 1922 cigarette and tobacco imports were 416 tons valued at 
LE. 249,000, in 1923, only 231 tons valued at LE. 120,000. The 
areas under cultivation are constantly being enlarged; high grade 
Turkish varieties have been propagated, such as Cavalla, Serres 
and Samsouni. The yield of Turkish tobacco increased by 267%; 
that of Baladi, a coarse tobacco smoked by thefellahin, decreased 
by 18 v «. 



Area in 

Dunum* 

s Yield in 

Metric Tons 


Turkish 

Baladi 

Turkish 

Baladi 

1921 

18 

1761 

1 

264 

1922 

363 

4469 

24 

670 

1923 

1447 

3675 

94 

551 


A dunum eqals 0.227 of an acre 
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There are 17 establishments for the manufacture of cigarettes 
and cut tobacco. 

The tourist season was fair; the unsettled state of the Near 
East deterred many prospective visitors, and several cruises were 
cancelled. 

The index figure of retail price movements was 12*/ 0 under 
1922, as a result of reduced transport charges, keen competition 
in imported goods and the general economic conditions which 
forced retailers to sell at much reduced prices or even at a loss, 
in order to realise their capital. The index number of wholesale 
prices was 15.7% under 1922, and 33°under 1921. 

MINERALS.—A detailed survey of the Dead Sea potash resour¬ 
ces has been made, accompanied by experimental work in small 
salt pans of the ocean type. In the south, groups holding prewar 
concessionary rights have investigated oil prospects. 

A preliminary examination was completed of phosphate de¬ 
posits and bituminous limestone; experiment has shown the possi¬ 
bility of producing quicklime from the fuel content of the latter, 
and using the residue as a source of fuel. 


✓ 


